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for thousands of years
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Water voles

The water vole, although rat-like, has a short, blunt nose,
less obvious ears, a hairy, shorter tail and a rounder, more
compact body. Water voles love the water channels (reens
and ditches) here at Magor Marsh, digging burrows into
the banks, where they nest and sleep. The clean water,

lots of water plants and absence of non-native mink,
which eat them, all help them to survive here.

Spotting water voles

Pollarding

Cutting the branches and tops of trees is
known as pollarding; it is a way in which wood
can be continually harvested from the same
trees over and over again. After each cut the
trees grow many new, young branches which
can be cut periodically. Willow was, and still is,

a common tree to pollard here at Magor Marsh.

Magor Marsh's
habitats

Magor Marsh has changed very little for
thousands of years and is an example of

relict fenland. It has a mosaic of habitats
including hay meadows, wet woodland,
sedge fens, water channels (reens and
ditches) and ponds. Unlike surrounding
farmland, the area close to the railway
remains wet and boggy and the pond
provides a watery home for some rare
plants and animals. The fields remain
B damp during the summer and they have
%% distinctive patterns where drains have been
% dug so the water can easily flow away.
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%
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What makes a good home?

Visit and describe the different habitats
here at Magor Marsh, and think about
what animals could survive in each
habitat. Why is this a suitable habitat
for them? What do they use for food,
bedding and warmth, and how do
they keep away from predators?
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I spy...

Ragged robin — pink, ragged petals
Mistletoe — round, nest-like
structures in trees
Common reed — purple flowers
and green stems in the summer and
yellow-brown stems in the winter
Meadowsweet — sweet-scented,
delicate white flowers and red stems
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